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Diversity Calendar 
March 2021 

Date Religion/Culture Event 

 
Mar 1st 

 Zero Discrimination Day 
Established by the UN in 2014, Zero Discrimination Day is a 

day to celebrate diversity. Each year, the UN chooses a 
different theme for the day. In 2021, the theme is to raise 

awareness and taking actions to promote equality for 
women and girls.  

 
Mar 5th 

 Employee Appreciation Day  
A day to appreciate your employees on an annual basis.  

 

 
Mar 7th  

 
Orthodox Christian 

Meat-fare Sunday (the Last Judgment) 
This day is in celebration of the last day for eating meat 

before Easter Sunday, for many Orthodox Christians. It is a 
time for repentance and forgiveness.  

 
Mar 8th  

 International Women’s Day  
A day to honour women’s achievements around the world 

and raise awareness of the discrimination still faced by 
many.  

 
Mar 11th 

 

 
Hinduism  

Maha Shivrati 
A celebration of Lord Shiva, the God of destruction and 

regeneration. The day is celebrated by fasting, offering Puja 
(prayer) to overcome darkness and ignorance. Celebrations 
continue into the night and often, green coloured clothes 

are worn as well as the offering of Bel tree leaves to Shiva in 
the temples.  

 
Mar 11th  

 
Islam 

 

Lailat ul Miraj  
This was the night when the instructions for the 5 daily 

prayers was revealed to the Prophet Mohammed. The day is 
marked by private prayers, from sundown the night before.  

 
Mar 15th  

 

 
  Orthodox Christian  

Cheese-fare Sunday (Forgiveness Sunday) 
Last Sunday before lent begins. Preparation for Lent begins 
with a Church service with an emphasis on the significance 
of Lent. Readings on the expulsion of Adam and Eve from 

the Garden of Eden, and our ability to show forgiveness are 
shared with worshippers.  

 
Mar 16th  

 

 
Orthodox Christian  

Ash Wednesday 
40 days of Lent begins. The fasting during Lent is an 

imitation of Jesus Christ’s fast in the Judean deserts before 
beginning his public ministry. It is a time to abstain from 
certain types of food, including meats and dairy. It is a 

http://www.gcmediation.com/
mailto:afsana@gcmediation.com


 

Gibson Chowdhury - Clear Collaborative Mediation. Proprietary & Confidential 

 
 

reminder to devote oneself to God. Lent ends on Easter 
Sunday.  

  
Mar 17th  

 
Christianity  

St. Patricks Day  
Celebrating the death of St. Patrick, who was the patron 

saint of Ireland. St. Patrick was brought to Ireland as a slave. 
He escaped Ireland years later, but returned again to 

introduce Christianity to the Irish. The day is celebrated in 
many parts of the world, with parades, music and special 

foods. The shamrock and green clothing have become 
ubiquitous with the occasion.  

 
Mar 19th – 

20th  

 
Baha’i Faith  

Naw Ruz  
New year celebration for the Baha’i faith. Baha’i is a religion 
introduced to Persia in the 19th century. The main principle 
of the religion is the belief that all religions have essentials 

values for all people, who should unite as one.  

 
Mar 20th  

 
Pagans/Wiccans 

Ostara 
Pagan/Wiccan celebration of the coming of spring.  

 

 
Mar 21st  

 International Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination 

Commemorating the death of 69 people in South Africa who 
were peacefully protesting against the “pass laws” during 
the apartheid. It is a day to remind ourselves of the racism 

suffered by the African nations and to get involved in 
activities that combat acts of discrimination.  

 
Mar 25th  

 
Christianity  

Annunciation of the Virgin Mary 
A day to celebrate the Virgin Mary, who was told by the 

angel Gabriel that she would become the mother of Jesus 
Christ. Church services are offered to celebrate the day.  

 
Mar 27th  

 
Judaism  

Passover  
Passover begins and continues for 8 days (although some 

may celebrate for 7 days). It is a celebration of the Israelites 
release from slavery, from ancient Egypt. Prayers and food 

festivities are offered in celebration. 

 
Mar 28th  

 
Christianity  

Palm Sunday  
This is the last Sunday of Lent and a week before Easter. It is 
a holy week that celebrates Christ’s entry into Jerusalem. In 
some Church services, where worshippers are reminded of 

Christ’s journey to Jerusalem, palm branches are waved, 
during the procession.   

 
Mar 28th  

 
Hinduism & Sikh  

Holi 
Celebrated in countries with a large Hindu and Sikh 

population, including India, Nepal and Sri Lanka. This holiday 
is also known as the “festival of colour”, which celebrates 

the triumph of good over evil. There is lots of coloured 
powder throwing during street parades!  

 
Mar 28th  

 
Islam 

Shab-e-Barat 
This is the “Night of Forgiveness” during the month of 

Shaban in the Islamic calendar. It is referenced by different 
names in different parts of the world. It is a deeply personal 
night for each Muslim that observes the occasion. It is truly 

dedicated to prayer for one’s own forgiveness for sins and of 
fellow Muslims.  
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Mar 29- 31st  

 
Sikh  

Hola Mohalla  
A Punjabi holiday that follows the Hindu celebration of Holi.  

 

 
Mar 31st  

 International Transgender Day of Visibility 
A day to celebrate transgender people and show our support 

to those who face discrimination.  

 

Above are the main multicultural celebrations for the month of March, 2021. There may be some 

celebrations, which have not been included in this calendar and customs may vary.  If you would like 

me to add your special holiday or vary the customs, please write me at afsana@gcmediation.com. 
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